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Public Service Announcement
Nationwide Test of the Emergency Alert System
On November 9, 2011 at 12:00 AM, the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) will conduct a nationwide test of the Emergency Alert System. The purpose of this test is to assess the reliability and effectiveness of the Emergency Alert System in regards to how it will alert “us” the public.
How will this test be conducted?

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), along with the Federal Communications Commission (FCC), will conduct the nationwide test. The alert will be transmitted throughout the country and will be monitored by the EAS participants. After the test has been completed, the EAS participants will report back to the FCC on the results of the test.

What will people see and hear during the test?
Although the nationwide EAS test may resemble the periodic monthly EAS test that most are familiar with, there will be some differences in what the public may see or hear, which is one reason for conducting a nationwide EAS test. During the test, the public will hear a message indicating “this is a test”. The audio message will be the same for everyone, however due to limitations of the EAS, the video test message may not be the same and may not indicate “this is a test”. This is due to a live national code – the same code that would be used in an actual emergency. Also the background image that appears on video screens may indicate “this is a test” but in some cases there may be no image at all. This test will last approximately 3 minutes. 

Remember our main goal is to be prepared and stay safe.






